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A naturalist driving along a lane near
Cranworth, about five miles south of East
Dereham, would be unlikely to think it worth
taking a closer look at the bank that
separates the lane from the adjacent arable
field but if they did they might be
surprised. Alec Bull took such a look in 1961
and recognised a vegetation characteristic
of nutrient-poer chalky boulder clay with
species such as Dwarf Thistle (Cirsium
acaule), Rough Hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus),
Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum), Burnet
Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga) and Hoary
Plantain (Plantage media).

Verging on the Remarkable
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The fungus-rich verge, Cranworth, ©Tony Leech

The bank is surmounted by a well-spaced line
of oaks which account for the exceptional
fungal interest of the site, recognised by

Alec in 1982 when he found Norfolk's first
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Levil's Bolete (Boletus satanas).
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specimen of the Devil's Bolete (Boletus
satanas) there. The presence of this
greyish-capped bolete with its swollen red-
netted and pink-flushed stipe was confirmed
in 2002. Lactarius zonarius, another first
for Norfolk, was also found in 1982 and
2002, and again in 2002 on another roadside
verge at Reymerston, a few miles away. In
2000, Alec found Boletus radicans on the
bank, another first record for Norfolk but
which is now known from at least three
other roadside sites.

In 2002, Tony Leech attempted to key out a
red russule from the site using Geoffrey
Kibby's new synoptic key to the genus and
was surprised to find it agreeing with

Russula rubra (unconfirmed).
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Russula rubra, a species found on calcareous
soils under oak but with just a single UK
record. Dried specimens were sent to
Geoffrey Kibby but confirmation may have
to wait until more fresh material is available.

In the spring of 2002, the verge was
designated a Roadside Nature Reserve by
Norfolk County Council, a decision which
subsequent records showed to be entirely
justified.

Alec Bull

The Norfolk Fungus Study Group exists to provide mutual assistance with the identification of fungi
and to record their distribution in Norfolk. Further details can be obtained from Tony Leech, 3,
Eccles Road, Holt, Morfolk MNR25 6HT. Tel: 01263 712282. E-mail: leech @dialstart.net =




The Database Is Mushrooming

Primed with Reg and Lil Evans' 38 000
records made between 1975 and the present
day, the Norfolk Fungus Database continues
to grow. I have recently added the records
from several current members of NFSG (see
photo) as well as a large number of records
generated by Ted Ellis between the 1930s
and the 1980s. The latter include many
records of microfungi, made in collaboration
with his brother Martin and sister-in-law
Pamela who were both professional
mycologists, as well as macrofungi recorded
at Wheatfen. It was while entering these
Wheatfen records that I realised that most
of then were actually attributable to Peter
Orton. Peter is one of Britain's most
eminent amateur mycologists and is the
naming authority for several hundred
agarics. He visited Wheatfen many times
from the 1950s to the 1980s and some of
our best-known fungi owe their identity to
these visits. A case in point is Coprinus
leiocephalus, first recognised as distinct
from a specimen he collected at Wheatfen
on the 18™ of September 1964, and one with
which most of us must be familiar. Peter
has kindly allowed us include his records in
the Norfolk Mycota.

By the end of May, the 3000™ species,
Conocybe intrusa (see p. 9), had been added
to the Database and the total had reached
55000 records. The Norfolk & Norwich
Naturalists' Society is planning to publish a
MNorfolk Mycota, based on these records, in
2004. An exciting possibility is that this
book could be accompanied by a CD with
fuller details of all records.

Stop press: On July 15™ 2003 there were
56332 records on the database.

Richard Shotbolt
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Postman delivers 50000™ record. With the addition
of Trevor Dove's 2650 Records, the Database passed
the 50000 mark. Trevor is a postman and has made
several interesting finds in gardens and along
roadsides while delivering the mail. He has probably
found more new sites for the Sandy Stilt Puffball
(Battarrea phalloides) than anyone else. His favourite
fungi are the Earthstars (Geastrum), for which he has
67 records for 9 species to date, and his ambition is to
rediscover the Pepperpot Earthstar (Myricstoma
coliforme), last seen in Norfolk (and Britain) in 1880,

Scarce Ganodermas

I recently found a marvellous specimen of
Ganoderma lucidum on an oak tree near
Keswick by the B1113. Its stalk was 8 inches
long and its bracket 6 inches wide. This is
one of our most attractive brackets and, in
my experience, grows most often at the base
of oak where it can be difficult to see if the
surrounding vegetation is high. This is,
incidentally, the same situation in which at
Poringland T made the only known record of
&anoderma resinaceum in Norfolk.
Occasionally &. resinaceum can produce a
rudimentary stalk so the spores are usually
the safest way to be certain of
identification. The ornamentation of mature
spores is coarser with &. lucidum than it is
with &. resinaceum.

Trevor Dove



Richard's Reflections on Some NFSG Forays

Holt Hall July 12™

Daldinia concentrica

Reg Evans found King Alfred's Cakes on
beech, a very unusual host for this species.

Phylloporus pelletieri

Tracy Money found
the first Norfolk
record for this
small brown boletus
with thick yellow
gills instead of
pores

Sphaerotheca pannosa

First British record for the Rose Mildew
(Sphaerotheca pannosa) on Cherry Laurel
(Prunus laurocerasus). Much commoner in S.
Europe where it is a nuisance on nursery
stock. The affected hedge had been
recently pruned.

Thorpe End Woods, Norwich August 11™

Pleuroceras pseudoplatani

Rex Hancy found what is probably the
second British record for the Giant Leaf
Blotch (Pleuroceras pseudoplatani) on a
Sycamore leaf. The sample was sent to Brian
Spooner but did not produce any spores, so
Rex hopes to collect some more this year.

Felthorpe Woods August 217

Gyroporus castaneus

My collection of this good edible fungus,
which is quite common along the Marriott's
Way, had a rather acrid taste.

Xerocomus porosporus

The banks of the Marriotts Way were
dotted with the remains of Xerocomus
chrysenteron heavily infected with

Hypomyces chrysespermus. But some of the
boletes were in pristine condition and had
slightly cracked caps. These were identified
microscopically as Xerocomus porosporus and
I would be interested to hear whether
anybody has ever seen this species infected

by Hypomyces.
Xerocomus rubellus

An animal had eaten the stipe of my
specimen and left the red cap perched ona
beech stump.

Sculthorpe Moor, Fakenham 8™ September

Helvella dissingii (H. chinensis)

The original identification of this fungus by
Tony Leech as H. cupuliformis was revised in
the light of Brian Spooner's key to the
Helvellaceae in Field Mycology April 2003 to
H. dissingii, still a first Nerfolk record.
Several apothecia were white with the
parasitic fungus Mycogone cervina, already
known from Norfolk as a parasite of H
macropus.

Helvella dissingii infected with Mycogone cervinus
(left), at Sculthorpe Moor. &Tony Leech

Felthorpe Woods September 12™

Lepiota echinella

I spent a lot of time on this tiny parasol
mushroom and was pleased to find that my
identification was backed up by several
previous records from Reg Evans






